HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

whether large or small, the sovereign of those who dwelt
thereon : an annexation of personal to territorial authority
:nore familiar to Eastern despotism than to the free races
of primitive Europe. On this principle were founded, and
hy it are explained, feudal law and justice, feudal finance,
feudal legislation, each tenant holding towards his lord
the position which his own tenants held towards him-
self. And it is just because the relation was so uniform,
the principle so comprehensive, the ruling class so firmly
bound to its support, that feudalism has been able to lay
upon society that grasp which the struggles of more than
twenty generations have scarcely shaken off.

Now by the middle of the tenth century, Germany, less
fully C3nimitled than France to feudalism's worst feature,
of the peasantry, was otherwise

The feudal
ting.

tne

hopeless bondage

thoroughly feudalized. As for that equality of all the
freeborn save the sacred line which we find in the Ger-
many of Tacitus, there had been substituted a gradation
of ranks and a concentration of power in the hands of a
landholding caste, so had the monarch lost his ancient
character as leader and judge of the people, to become
the head of a tyrannical oligarchy. Hejnras titular lord of
the soil, could exact from his vassals service and aid in
arms and money, could dispose of vacant fiefs, could at
pleasure declare war or make peace. But all these rights
he exercised far less as sovereign of the nation than as
standing in a peculiar relation to the feudal tenants, a re-
lation in its origin strictly personal, and whose prominence
obscured the political duties of prince and subject. And
great as these rights might become in the hands of an
ambitious and politic ruler, they were in practice limited
by the corresponding duties he owed to his vassals, and
by the difficulty of enforcing them against a powerful